
                T.I.S. Digital Backpack         

November 25, 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

 

Friday Morning Video Announcements 

The first edition of our Friday morning video announcements was recently aired to the entire 

T.I.S. Community. Members of the T.I.S. Technology Club produce our weekly video 

announcements. All homerooms have the capability to air the announcements on classroom 

SMARTBoards. Any student may be selected to star in a video announcement segment. Students 

are selected through our weekly HAWK Card drawings.  

 

WIN Block at Tolland Intermediate School  

All students recently had the opportunity to participate in WIN Block classes. WIN Block 

is a monthly feature in which students are assigned to an enrichment class taught by our 

unified arts staff and our intervention staff. The 45-minute classes will be held monthly 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


on early release days. Students will rotate through most classes once per month. The 

following classes are offered in the WIN Block:  

 

 

 

 

Library Makerspace 

Unique Math 

Third grade  - Musical Dance  Around the World 
Fourth and Fifth – Totally Awesome Music Technology   

Rockin' Reading 

Up and Moving Physical Education 

Math Madness 

Awesome Art 

Magnificent Music 

Readers Theater 

Cool Guidance 

  

 

Classroom Spotlight 

 
 

 

 

TIS Rotation Calendar 

Our Unified Arts/Specials rotational calendar is available on the school webpage at the 

following address: 

http://tis.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/UA%20ROTATION%20

CALENDAR%20FOR%20WEBSITE%2019-20.pdf 

The calendar, along with the specials schedule listed on teacher webpages will provide 

information needed to be aware of your child’s weekly specials.   

 

 

http://tis.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/UA%20ROTATION%20CALENDAR%20FOR%20WEBSITE%2019-20.pdf
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HAT DAY AT T.I.S. 

Hat Day is Tuesday, November 26th.  Wear your favorite 

– or your craziest – or your most creative hat! 

 

----------------------------------------------- 

CRAZY SWEATER DAY AT T.I.S. 

 

 

 

Crazy Sweater Day is Friday, December 20th. Wear your 

favorite – or your craziest – or your most creative 

sweater!  

(see the full list of Spirit Days below)  





GRADE 3 
    Believe it or not, November is here and will soon be over.  We have been working 
very hard in third grade.  Students are experts at the routines in their classrooms and 
around Tolland Intermediate School.  Third grade teachers enjoyed meeting with 
families during conferences and updating parents and guardians about their child’s 
progress in our classrooms.  

In Language Arts, we have been reading the fiction and nonfiction stories in the 
Journeys programs.  Students have read stories and practiced comprehension skills, 
such as using text features and cause and effect.  They have also reviewed and learned 
about plural nouns, verbs, verb tenses, commas, and abstract nouns.  We have finished 
our unit on narrative writing and their published pieces are wonderful.  Students were 
able to focus on small moments and adding elaborative detail to these pieces.  We will 
move on to informational writing, where they can pick a topic that they feel they are 
experts on and learn how to elaborate  nonfiction writing with text features, as well as 
finding information from other sources.   

Third graders have really been enjoying our social studies curriculum.  We have 
been exploring maps, specifically looking at Connecticut.  In this map skills unit they 
have used the compass rose, identified Connecticut’s bordering states, the Connecticut 
River and Housatonic River.  Our trip to the Benton Homestead allowed them to see a 
house from the 1700s and learn what life was like at this time.  The Tolland Historical 
Society volunteers showed students the important rooms of the house and explained 
what life was like for children and adults at this time.  In our travels to and from T.I.S. 
the bus also stopped so we could show the student Settler’s Rock, where the first 
residents of Tolland stayed for the night while searching for land for a new settlement.   

In math we finished our chapter on using bar models as a strategy to solve one 
and two step addition and subtraction problems.  Students were also exposed to using 
letters as variables to represent their answers in equations.  Many classes are moving 
into our multiplication unit with the Math By All Means curriculum.  This is an 
introduction to multiplication by showing students that multiplication is repeated addition 
and groups of numbers.  We’ll move on to Math in Focus chapter 6 that focuses on 
multiplying 6, 7, 8, and 9.  Practicing addition and subtraction math facts at home using 
flash cards, math games, or Reflex is an excellent way to improve daily math.  Your 
child can also start practicing multiplication facts in the same way to help with our new 
chapters.   

Third graders and all students at T.I.S. attended their first WIN block, where they 
were grouped with students from other classes and participated in curriculum 
extensions in each of these groups.  We will also have our second Hawks Next meeting 
the week of November 18th.  I am sure all students are excited to get in their mixed 
grade level groups with their Hawks nest leader to do an activity related to our HAWK 
values.  

 As always, thank you for your continued support at home by having your child 
read at home and practice math facts.  This helps their hard work in class so much.  
Stay tuned for more exciting news from our Third Grade Hawks.   



 
 
GRADE 4 
It’s hard to believe we are in December!  It's amazing to think that 14 weeks of school 
have gone by! Our 4th grade classrooms are well on their way to becoming wonderful 
“mathemagicians” with our multiplication and long division unit.  The fact fluency 
practice is paying off, so keep up the great work with your kids! 
 
We started our opinion writing unit, and the students really seem to enjoy the structure 
that goes along with this type of writing.  They also enjoying sharing their opinions on 
different subjects!  We have successfully completed the first unit of our new reading 
program, Journeys, and are embarking on our next ‘journey’ into Unit 2 – Tell Me More 
 
We completed our science unit on erosion, and have started a social studies unit on 
map skills. The kids have begun learning about the 7 continents and 5 oceans. They 
also will learn about cardinal directions, latitude and longitude, and hemispheres.  
 
 
GRADE 5 
Students are continuing the Wit & Wisdom unit on Cultures in Conflict. Students are 
learning about Native Americans and the importance of natural resources and their 
homeland. Students have read a variety of short stories and watched several film clips. 
Students have written summaries which include a topic sentence, text evidence, 
elaboration and a conclusion sentence. We are currently writing compare and contrast 
paragraphs on the different texts. Students are also excited to read our first novel, 
Thunder Rolling in the Mountains, by Scott O’Dell and Elizabeth Hall. Students will flag 
what they notice and note in this historical fiction book. 
  
In social studies students are learning about European explorers and the conflicts they 
had with the Native Americans.  Students are learning about the Vikings, Marco Polo, 
Christopher Columbus, and other early explorers. At the end of the unit, students will 
then participate in an exploration simulation. Be sure to ask your child about their 
journey! 
  
Fifth grade mathematicians are wrapping up multiplication and division and soon will be 
becoming experts at computing fractions and mixed numbers. They will be expected to 
be able to add and subtract mixed numbers that include renaming.  It is a tough skill 
especially when applying that knowledge to solve real-world style problems.  We are 
sure they will do great. 
 
Students are finishing the Earth, Moon, and Sun unit.  The 5th grade scientists are 
getting ready to start a unit on Habitats.  It is always one of the favorite science units. 
 
The fifth grade team is looking forward to our first PBIS assembly. Students will be put 
in groups and asked to construct a tower with the material we provide. This challenge is 
extremely engaging and students will enjoy working hard to complete the task. 



Unified Arts Update for November 2019  

  Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education  
 

Ms. Ballard - Art 

             
Third Grade: Do you know the primary or secondary colors? Color is just one of the seven 

Elements of Art. The third grades are currently working on a paper weaving project dealing 

with fall colors and repeating patterns..In December,we look forward to the Third graders doing 

a mixed medium color project with crayons and paint. The students will design a winter scene 

composition on light blue construction paper using crayons.We will be creating this composition 

using the Element of Art called Space. The students will have a foreground, middle ground, 

and a background in their composition.  

          After their crayon composition is completed the students will add white acrylic paint to the 

scene using a q-tip, thus creating a wintery snow scene.                                  

 Fourth Grade: The fourth graders will soon be working on an Assemblage Sculpture. This 

Robot Sculpture project has many parts, or rules to follow. The Assemblage Sculpture need to 

be between 8” and 12” tall. It must be “free standing.” and it must be “In the Round.”  The 

robot should have fine details.  The Robot sculpture must have a Super Power, and this power 

must be illustrated in the assemblage design. Lastly, the Robot Assemblage Sculpture must be 

given a name. This project will take us into the new year. When we return to school in January, 

we will finish the assemble sculpture by painting them.         

Fifth Grade: The fifth graders are working on their Assemblage Sculptures called 

Marionettes. A Marionettes is a stringed puppet. Each student has designed their own 

marionette and soon will be done with the construction of their marionette’s armature. The 

next step will be painting body parts and making clothes. Our final stage will be stringing 

up the marionettes. So far they are looking great! 

 Please, make sure your child has brought a smock to art.  Acrylic paint is permanent when 

it is dry so students should wear old clothes and shoes on art days during the month of 

November. 

 

 



Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

 *Special thank you to Jordan Scott who donated some great gently used 

magazines! 
 

Third grade: Students are wrapping up many weeks of learning to use the online library catalog 

Destiny. Third grade students are well on their way to becoming independent library users! 

Before moving on to a multi-cultural winter holiday’s unit, they will spend some time reading, 

listening to, and viewing classic folk and fairy tales.  

 

Fourth grade and fifth grade:  Students are reviewing four important reference sources: atlas, 

dictionary, encyclopedia and thesaurus. They will use both print and online versions of each 

source, compare them and give an opinion as to which they preferred using and why. Although 

there has been a huge shift to using reference sources online, using a print reference source gives 

students practice using lifelong skills such as alphabetical order. This fast-moving unit will wrap 

up by the beginning of December and they will move on to a mini research assignment on winter 

holiday traditions around the world.   

          
 

 

 
Ms. Baker - Music/Chorus           

Musical theme for December: 

This month, TIS students are learning about Holidays Around the World. They will be singing 

songs and playing instruments from Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Christmas, Three Kings day and many 

other winter holidays. We will also be singing songs about community and kindness. 

Let’s celebrate diversity! 

 

Grade 3 general music: Third graders are singing folk songs from around the world and playing 

musical instruments to accompany their singing. The students are really enjoying playing the 

xylophones!!! 

The TEPTO has purchased recorders for school use for our students this year. Your child will 

also need a recorder for practicing their assignments at home. 

COMING SOON! 



Grade 3 concert : The third graders will be having their third grade performance for their 

friends and families Tuesday, March 24, 2020 with a snow day of Wednesday, March 

25th.. Mark your calendars now for this exciting event at TIS!!! 

 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth graders are starting their new unit on Native American 

Music. The students will be learning how to play songs on their recorders to perform in class, for 

recorder karate and for the holiday assembly. Please make sure your fourth graders brings 

their recorder to school. Students will be graded individually on their recorder playing. 

 

Grade 5 general music: The fifth graders are learning to read the treble clef staff and play 

various pitched instruments. Students will be composing, singing and performing their own 

music. 

Also:The Spring chorus concert date change : Thursday, May 14, 2020 so mark your 

calendars now.  
 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band/Chorus          

                        

Grade 4 Chorus:  The 4th grade Chorus is preparing to present their Fall Chorus Concert 

jointly with the 5th grade Chorus on November 20th. Chorus membership gives our students the 

opportunity to develop vocal skills through performance of partner songs, World Music and 

American Regional music using proper singing technique.   

Save the date! 4th grade Chorus and Band Chorus Spring Concert ---at Tolland 

Middle School on Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Grade 4 Band:  Band members are learning how to play “Au Claire de la Lune”, “Down By 

the Station”. “Merrily We Roll Along and other favorite tunes!  They are working hard to learn 

new fingerings and refining proper embouchure (mouth position), playing posture and hand 

position.  

Our 4th & 5th grade Band Winter Concert is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28, 

2020, at Tolland Middle School.  Students report to the TMS Band room at 6:30 p.m. and 

the Concert begins at 7:00 p.m.  

Grade 5 Band:   The 5th Grade Band made their debut at the November 11th Veterans Day 

Assembly!  Their performance of “Regal March” was absolutely stellar!  The 5th grade Band 

will also play at our TIS in-school assembly in December.  Currently the 5th grade Band is hard 

at work mastering a variation on “This Old Man” aka “This Old Dude” and the Concert Eb scale. 



Current focus is to perform expressively by incorporating dynamics, articulation, phrasing, style 

and tempo.  

 Our 5th grade Band Winter Concert will be presented jointly with the 4th grade 

Band and is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28, 2020, at Tolland Middle 

School.  Students report to the TMS Band room at 6:30 p.m. and the Concert begins at 7:00 

p.m.  

 The 5th Grade Band Step-Up Concert with the 6th and 7th Grade TMS Bands is 

scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 2020. Save the date!!!  This is always an exciting 

evening!  

Inclement Weather policy:   If there is a delayed school opening, before school 

Band or Chorus will not meet.  Additionally, since there is no recess on delayed 

openings, Recess Band or Chorus does not meet. On early dismissal days, before 

school small classes, Full Band and Chorus DO meet, Recess Band or Chorus does 

not.  

Please contact me anytime with questions or concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-

870-6885 x 40226 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: The students will be participating in a number of invasion games.  The focus will 

be teamwork and sportsmanship.  
 

Fourth grade: The students will be finishing the Connecticut physical fitness assessment. After 

that, they will be participating in a number of invasion games.  The focus will be teamwork and 

sportsmanship.  
 

Fifth grade: The students will be participating in a number of invasion games.  The focus will be 

teamwork and sportsmanship.  

 

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


Type equation here.

 

Retake / Absentee Day 

December 4, 2019 

 Who Should Go on Absentee/Retake Day: 
 Any student not satisfied with the original portrait - Return your 

complete portrait package to the photographer on retake day. 
 Any student who was absent on the original day 
 Any student who did not purchase on the original day and would 

like to purchase a package.  Order forms are available in the 
school office one week prior to retake day. 

 Or online at mylifetouch.com   picture id:    RI239049Q1 
 

Any questions, please contact  cmorrow@lifetouch.com or  203-937-2364 ext. 

72367 

 

  

http://mylifetouch.com/
mailto:cmorrow@lifetouch.com


PLEASE DONATE: 
 

HAT & MITTEN DRIVE 
 

 

 
 

 
When: November 4 - December 17 
 

What:  NEW Winter Hats, Mittens, Socks & Scarves 

 

Where:   Donation boxes can be found in the main offices at  

Birch Grove Primary and Tolland Intermediate School 
 

Who:  All items will be donated to children in foster care and 

children in the Adopted Family Program through “From 

the Heart” 

 

Questions: Email Emma Tremblay: 

emmatremblay53613@tolland.k12.ct.us 

 
 
 

mailto:emmatremblay53613@tolland.k12.ct.us


HELP WANTED 

 

 

Food & Nutrition Services has openings for substitutes 

for this school year with the potential to move into a 

permanent part-time position.  Join our team in serving 

nutritious healthy meals to our students and work only 

while your children are in school! 

 

If interested, please contact Kim at 

kmecteau@tolland.k12.ct.us or 860-870-6854, Ext 1. 

mailto:kmecteau@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 

 

PJ Day-December 13, 2019 

Tolland Public Schools 

 

Click below to donate or bring $1.00 to school on December 13 to wear your 

pajamas to school! 

 

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?team_id=

2591&pg=team&fr_id=1250 

 

 

 

  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?team_id=2591&pg=team&fr_id=1250
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COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2019-2020 

 

  September 18, 2019   February 12, 2020  

  October 9, 2019    March 25, 2020 

  November 13, 2019   No April meeting 

  No December meeting   May 13, 2020 

  January 15, 2020     

 

(all meetings begin at 9:15 a.m.) 

  



 

 

Tolland Elementary Schools 
Parent Teacher Organization 

 

2019-2020 
TEPTO Monthly Meetings 

 
All meetings are on Mondays at 7pm in the Library 

 
 September 9th     TIS 
 October 7th     Birch Grove 
 November 4th     TIS 
 December 2nd     Birch Grove 
 February 3rd     TIS 
 March 2nd     Birch Grove 
 April 6th      Birch Grove 
 May 4th      Birch Grove 
 June 1st      TIS 
 

2019-2020 Executive Board 
President: Jennifer Gallichant 

BG Vice President: Bethany Lescoe     TIS Vice President: Tina Smith 
Treasurer: Linda Scheidel     Membership: Rebecca Moore    Communications: Diana Gascon 

Secretary: Jenn Reynolds     Ways & Means: Kristen Overton 

 
 

 

 

            



       

All Star Bowling 2019-2020  

All Star Bowling is a bowling program for special needs bowlers and their peer buddies. Our 2019 season 

begins Thursday, December 12, 2019.  It will be held weekly on Thursdays from 5:00 – 6:00 PM at Spare 

Time Bowling in Vernon.   

 The cost for bowlers is $5.00 per week.  This includes bowling for an hour and shoe rental.  Bowlers age 

5 and up are welcome. The lanes are handicap accessible and bowling ramps are available.   

We need peer buddies to assist and cheer on our bowlers! Call or email Laurel Leibowitz with questions 

or to register. 

(860) 870-6750 ext. 30201 or leibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us  

 

  

  

  



 
Tolland Family Resource Center Playgroups and Special Events  

Save the Date: January 14 ~ Pre K Childcare Activity Fair 6:00-7:00 PM 

Playgroups *additional $25 fee for out of town participants 

 

 Monday: Morning Fun all ages with Miss Karen free* 9:00-10:00 AM TIS 

            10/7, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 11/25, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16               

 

Tuesday: FRC/Library Playgroup preschoolers and siblings 1000 Books B4K 10:15-11:15AM 

free      

9/10, 9/17,  9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17  

Thursday: Artist in Me ages 3-6 1:30 - 3:00 PM  $ 67.00 session* must have 7 registered (drop 

in fee $12** if we have 7 registered) 

             10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19  

                  Adelante Espanol grades K-5 3:20-4:30 PM $75 session K-5 BGP 

                                  TIS Students can be bussed to BGP 

            10/17, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19  

Friday: Babies, Toddlers, and Twos ages 0-3 9:00-10:30 AM $40 session* min. 7 (drop in fee 

$5**) 

             10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11/8, 11/22, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20  

        **Drop ins welcome as long as program has at least 7 registered. 

 

 

                                      Fall Play and Learn Activities: 

Tolland Family Resource Center Program Registration Form 

 

Use a separate form for each child/program you are registering for. 

 



Please print this form, fill out, and mail with check for payment made payable to Tolland Board of 

Education to: 

Laurel Leibowitz 

The Tolland Family Resource Center 

Birch Grove Primary School 

247 Rhodes Road, Tolland, CT 06084 

lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us 

  

Date: ______________ Program registering for:_______________________________ 

 

Please include additional $25 yearly fee for out of town participants. 

 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________ Email:__________________________________________ 

 

With whom does child live? _______________________________________________ 

 

Primary language spoken at home?    ________________________________________ 

 

Have you participated in playgroups yet this year? _______ Siblings? (ages)_________ 

 

Child: __________________________ DOB: ____________ Age: ________    M / F 

 

Ethnicity: ______not Hispanic or Latino  _______Hispanic or Latino 

 

Race (Select one or more of the following): ___American Indian or Alaska Native 

___Asian ___Black or African American ___Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 

___White 

 

Any special needs or services? _____________________________________________ 

 

Please list any allergies___________________________________________________ 

 

Is your child fully immunized? Y/N       Does your child have medical insurance? Y/N 

 

Office use only:  date received _________   amount paid _________   check #________ 

mailto:lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 


